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Executive Summary

This report aims to explore the socioeconomic condition of Bagmara Upazila, Rajshahi.
Socioeconomic indicators are an important ingredient for knowing an areas socio-economic
conditions. The upazila is now undergoing vast expansion of electricity, as about 114 villages of
this upazila are now under rural electrification, and the number is increasing. The upazila also
show high potentialities of entering in “Demographic Bonus” window soon. Like others area of
Bangladesh, here is also lived high percentage of middle income people. Who are attracted to the
urban facilities of urban portion of this upazila, which leads them to make new settlement here,
as the land price is also rising. Both of rural and urban area is satisfied with the educational
institute, post office, retail market location, and recreational facilities etc. which are some of the
basic needs of living a healthy life. On the other hand, there are poor maintenance has been
occurred regarding roads and waste management. Most of the household are deprived of gas and
well maintained sanitation system. Moreover, there are not enough provision for fire station and
community clinics also. So necessary steps should be taken by concerned authorities regarding

these problems.
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Abbreviation/Acronyms

BDT Bangladesh Taka

BBS Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

BREB Bangladesh Rural Electrification Board
FPC Finite Population Correction

GoB Government of Bangladesh

HDI Human Development Index

HBB Herring Bone Bond

HH House Hold

PDB Power Development Board

NGO Non-Government Organization

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

SPSS Statistical Packages for the Social Sciences
SRS Simple Random Sampling

ToR Terms of Reference

TL Team Leader

ubDD Urban Development Directorate
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1  Background

This report aims to collate a full scope of societal and economic indexes in one location, and,
through the report, present a wide perspective of socioeconomic conditions of Bagmara
upazila, Rajshahi. The purpose of the present report is to:

1. Broaden the access to the information held in the database through publication of the
most recent data gathered; and

2. Provide readers with up-to-date information on short term changes in socio-economic
conditions in the occupied Bagmara upazila, Rajshahi.

Socioeconomic indicators are an important ingredient for knowing an area’s socio-economic
conditions. Here the phenomena that lie at the convergence of the societal and economic
areas of society are being examined. Moreover, while planning an area there is a need for
information about the degree of socio-economic development, the population’s quality of life
(urban, rural, etc.), local problems, and the distinctive of people’s economic behavior. The
main source of such information is an intricate and comprehensive social research. Studies
are aimed towards the analysis of complicated social processes in an area and examine the
spectrum of problems concerning changes in societal construction and the constellation of
social awareness. It includes family structure, satisfaction with living conditions, housing and
communal services, assessment of educational service quality (public schools, vocational
training, and higher education), quality of medical services etc.

1.2 Location and Background of the Project Area

Bagmara is an Upazila of Rajshahi District in the Division of Khulna, Bangladesh. Bagmara
is located at 24.5639°N 88.8083°E . It has 57675 households and total area 363.3 km2. As of
the 2011 Bangladesh census, Bagmara has a population of 354664. Males constitute 49.99%
of the population, and females 50.01%. This Upazila's eighteen up population is 239645.
Bagmara has an average literacy rate of 46.3% (7+ years), and the national average of 32.4%
literate. Bagmara has 16 Unions/Wards, 295 Mauzas/Mahallas, and 362 villages. The unions
of Bagmara thana are: 1. Shuvodanga 2. Basupara 3. Auchpara 4. Govindpara 5. Gonipur 6.
Sonadanga 7. Jugipara 8. Nordash 9. Kacarikuolipara 10. Maria 11. Sreepur 12. Dippur 13.
Borobihanoli 14. Hamirkutssa 15. Jhikra and 16. Ghoalkandi. Also, Bagmara has 2
Paurashava. 1. Taherpur Paurashava & 2. Bhawanigong Paurashava (Wikipedia 2016)
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1.3  Map of Bagmara Upazila
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Figure 1.1 Upazila Map, Bagmara, Rajshahi (Source: LGED, 2016)
1.4  Social Information

Bagmara Upazila (Rajshahi district) with an area of 363.30 sq km, is bounded by Manda and
Atrai upazilas on the north, Durgapur, Puthia and Natore sadar upazilas on the south, Atrai
and Natore sadar upazilas on the east, Mohanpur upazila on the west. Noted rivers: Barani
and Fakinni. The location of Bagmara town is 24.5812092N 88.8201768E. Bagmara (Town)
located at Bhabaniganj, stands on the bank of the river Fakinni. The area of the town is 3.84
sg km. The town has a population of 16289; male 51.13%, female 48.87%. Density of
population is 4242 per sq km. Literacy rate among the town people is 40%. Bagmara thana,
now an upazila, was established in 1963. The upazila consists of one municipality (Taherpur),
15 union parishads, 292 mouzas, and 362 villages. Archaeological heritage and relics:
Remnants of old palaces at Taherpur, Khaira, Goal Kandi, Machmoil and Birkutsha villages.

Historical events: The famous poet Kritibas translated the Ramayana in mid fifteenth century
under the patronage of King Kangsanarayan, the founder of Taherpur. The Saradia Durga
Puja was observed at Taherpur for the first time in the Indian Subcontinent under the
endeavour of King Kangshnarayan. As of the 1991 Bangladesh census, Population 282520;
male 50.01%, female 49.99%; Muslim 94.43%, Hindu 5.49%, others 0.08%; ethnic nationals
santal 106 families. Religious institutions Mosque 705, temple 65, tomb 6 most noted of
which are Taherpur Bara Mosque. Literacy and educational institutions: Average literacy
22.9%; male 32.5%, female 13.3%. Educational institution: College 16, secondary school 59,
madrasa 83, government primary school 104, non-government primary school 106. Noted
educational institution: Birkutsa Abinash High School (1917). Main occupations Agriculture
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62.99%, livestock farming and fishing 2.38%, agricultural labourer 17.13%, wage labourer
1.43%, commerce 7.25%, service 2.34%, others 5.04%. Land use Total cultivable land
26940.51 hectares; single crop 39%, double crop 42%, treble crop 19%; cultivable land under
irrigation 85%. Land control Among the peasants 32% are landless, 29% small, 28%
intermediate,11% rich; cultivable land per head 0.10 hectare. Fisheries, dairies, poultries
Dairy 45, poultry 35, hatchery 5. Communication facilities Roads: pucca 92 km, semi pucca
12 km and mud road 585 km. Manufactories Ice factory 10, welding 25. Cottage industries
Weaving 18, bamboo works 214, cane work 76, goldsmith 336, blacksmith 89, potteries 144,
wood work 152, and tailoring 312. NGO activities operationally important NGOs are brac,
asa, grameen bank, proshika, thengamara mahila sabuj sangha, Jatiya Tarun Sangha, Abas
Society. Health centres Upazila health complex 1, Family welfare centre 10, and Satellite
clinic 6. (Source: BBS-2011)
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Chapter 2: Approach and Methodology

2.1  Study Objective (s) and Specific Objectives

The broad objective of this report was to map the socio-economic condition of Bagmara
Upazila, Rajshahi.

Specific objectives: The specific objectives of this report were:

o To assess the social services and infrastructures situation of Bagmara Upazila.

o To seek information about the livelihood sources, income ratio, expenditure,
investments and savings of the inhabitants of the upazila.

o To identify the basic needs of the area with intensive participatory practices
and

to suggest some concrete recommendations for development of this Upazila.

2.2  Scope of Work

1. Preparation of five tiers Development Plan such as Sub Regional Plan, Structure Plan,
Urban Area Plan, Rural Area Plan and Action Area Plan.

2. Preparation of Land Use Plan, Traffic and Transportation Management Plan, Drainage
and Environmental Plan, Disaster Management Plan, Urban and Rural Area Plan and
Action Plans for the project area.

2.3 Sampling

Three criteria usually will need to be specified to determine the appropriate sample size: the
level of precision, the level of confidence or risk, and the degree of variability. The
determination of sample size for this project is concerned with the following issues under the
assumption that the characteristic of the population for Urban and Rural belongs to different
homogenous group.

e The definition of the population;

e The creation of sampling frame;

e The choice of Probability versus Non-probability sampling;
e The calculation of sample size.

The definition of the population: Households of the project area are considered as the
statistical population. The rural populations are more homogeneous. For Bagmara Upazila
total household number is 81,070. Whereas 74,002 are rural and 7068 are Urban. (BBS,
2011).

The creation of sampling frame: The standard rule for sampling frame has been followed
based on SRS (Simple Random Sampling).

The choice of Probability versus Non-probability sampling: Probability sampling has
been followed.
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The calculation of sample size: To determine the minimum sample size the following

2
formula has been followed: n = L pq
d2

Where,

n = Sample size,

z = Statistical certainty chosen ,

p = Coverage rate/estimated prevalence,
q=1-p and

d = precision desired : 0.05

So, using 95% confidence interval and £3% precision level total no of surveys are calculated.
Distribution of sample for Bagmara Upazila is given below:

SI. No Urban Rural Total Sample

1 111 805 916

Then, they used stratified sampling technique under probability sampling technique to collect
questionnaire based primary data for socioeconomic analysis. The stratified sampling
technique is further used for collecting samples from all the sub zones such as wards and
unions of this Upazila. For each union, then random sampling technique is used to select the
households for survey using Microsoft excel.

2.4 Tools Development

The Survey tool was developed following the below steps. (1) Literature Review (2)
Collection of Upazila Map (3) Find out sectors, indicators and variables (4) Preliminary
questionnaire develop and share with Team leader as well as Project Management Office (5)
Pretesting at field level (6) Questionnaire Finalization

2.4.1 Preparation of Questionnaire

In order to conduct the survey, a compact and extensive pre-coded structured questionnaire
(please see Annexure-01) has been prepared for all the packages and it has been approved by
the authority of Urban Development Directorate (UDD). The questionnaire has intended to
capture information (see Table 2.1) according to the provided format in the TOR.
Socioeconomic survey outputs represent the overall social, religious and economic condition
of the Upazila.

Table 2.1: Socioeconomic Survey Format as per TOR

Item Ilustrated
Demographic Information | Age, sex, growth rate, household size, migration etc.
Family Size Number of households, number of family members
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Age, Religious Group Age specific group, religious status
Economic Status Primary, secondary, higher and others
Occupational Pattern Government, private, formal, informal and others
Income Level Lower, medium and higher (Income Range)
Ownership Pattern Land ownership information, transfer procedures etc.
Land Value Low land, ditch land, built-up land, buildable land etc.
Health Facilities Type of facilities in hospital, private clinic and dispensary
etc.
Recreation Facilities Active and passive, type of facilities (Active, Passive)

2.4.2 Pre-testing

The questionnaires were pretested in urban and rural areas with participation of survey team
(Survey supervisors, Enumerators) and members of Project management team. Then the
survey team discussed about the field level problem with the socio-economic expert, Team
leader and Project Management team for finalization of Questionnaire format.

2.4.3 Training of Enumerators and Survey Supervisors

ECAL, Dhaka considered the experience of working in similar types of survey functions and
educational qualifications for selection in the socioeconomic survey team. Considering these
issues, a survey team of 28 members were selected for carrying out socioeconomic survey
work at Bagmara Upazila (see Annure-02). An arrangement has also been made to provide
orientation and training to the survey team by the Team Leader (TL). After orientation
and training at the headquarters of ECAL, Dhaka, the survey team has been sent to the
field.

2.4.4 Survey Team Mobilization
The survey started in 12.08.2015 and the total survey is taken about 30 days from that date.

2.5 Quality Control Measures

To ensure quality of data, a number of validation checks were conducted during data
collection period:

(&) The survey supervisor went back to the respondent as well as talked over mobile
phone number for validate or accurate the collected data by enumerator.

(b) After data collection, had been completed, 5% household was randomly chosen, and
then the supervisors went to the field for further investigation. If any inconsistencies
were found, then the supervisors discussed the issue with the enumerators.

(c) Project Manager from Project Management Office as well as Socio-economic expert
had been checked randomly for quality of collected data.
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2.6 Database Preparation and Processing

After completing the survey works in the field (Annexure 2), a detail database has been
prepared to follow the survey questionnaire. The database has prepared by using SPSS 20
software. To make the data input process easier, coding system has been used in the
necessary field. Few data have been stored in MS Excel software. 3 micro computers are
exclusively used for data entry. SPSS 20 software is used for all data management that has
been collected from the field. In this chapter, socioeconomic survey data have been presented
into three forms/styles viz. tabular form, geographical and textual/report form.

2.7 Limitation of the Study

Socio-economic Questionnaire Survey is comparatively costly and time consuming. ldeally,
to conduct face to face questionnaire survey, enumerators and supervisors are
required. Training of enumerators and supervisors is essential. Questionnaire surveys
generally cannot provide strong evidence of cause and effect. Because collected data of
surveys on status and perceptions of community people of various socio economic features at
the same time. It is very difficult to prove that the reputed risk factor actually causes the
problem.

Other constraints to using surveys to gather data:

e The lack of time to carry out the survey format.

e While a survey provides us with quantitative and qualitative data offering insight to
various socio economic features; it will not produce the kind of data needed to create
a full picture of the state of socio economic profile of a certain area.

« Respondents may not feel encouraged to provide accurate, honest answers

o Respondents may not feel comfortable providing answers that present themselves in
an unfavorable manner.

« Respondents may not be fully aware of their reasons for any given answer because of
lack of memory on the subject.

e Surveys with closed-ended questions may have a lower validity rate than other
question types.

o Data errors due to question non-responses may exist. The number of respondents who
choose to respond to a survey question may be different from those who chose not to
respond, thus creating bias.

e Survey question answer options could lead to unclear data because certain answer
options may be interpreted differently by respondents. For example, the answer option
“somewhat agree” may represent different things to different subjects, and have its
own meaning to each individual respondent. ‘Yes’ or ‘no’ answer options can also be
problematic. Respondents may answer “no” if the option “only once” is not available.

o Customized surveys can run the risk of containing certain types of errors
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Chapter 3: Study Findings
3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the survey findings of different socio-economic factors in both urban
and rural areas of Bagmara. Here, urban areas mean data gathered in 2 Wards of Bagmara
Municipality/Paurashava and rural areas means data gathered from 16 Unions of Bagmara
Upazila. The socio-economic factors are: age, sex, marital status, and level of education,
types of occupation, monthly income and expenditure of households, housing status,
transport, utility services, medical facility, education facility, law and order situation,
available services in Bagmara Upazila, problems of the area, people’s aspiration about the
development of the Upazila. The following factors are described below.

3.2 Age Sex Structure of Household Members

In the surveys, about most of the total respondents are found as male and the rest are female.
When the respondents are categorized into different ages, it has been seen that, about two
third of total respondents are between 18-60 age group irrespective of their sex which
indicates that the Upazila might have been entered into the window of ‘Demographic Bonus’
in the coming years (please see Figure 3.1).

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

19-30 30-45 45-60 Above 60

= Male mFemale
Figure 3.1: Age and Sex Structure of Households at Bagmara (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

The pyramid shows dependent and working age population by urban and rural area in
Bagmara Upazila. In urban area, 8 percent population were below 18 years of age and they
are depended group of people. At the working age level, age between 18 and 60 about 80
percent people are found. While in rural areas of Bagmara, the corresponding figures were
almost the similar (25 % and 75 % respectively). Please see Figure 3.2 and 3.3 below:
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Figure 3.2: Age and Sex Pyramid of Urban Population (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
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Figure 3.3: Age-sex Pyramid of Rural Population (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

Moreover, among senior citizen group male percentage is found higher than female. Again
the age sex pyramid of Bagmara urban and rural area also represents almost the same
condition (please see Figure 3.2& 3.3). From the above figures it could be easily anticipated
that in the coming years people from age group 0-18 of both rural and urban area would be
shifted into age group 18+ which would be resulted into to bring about opportunities for
Bagmara upazila to enter into the window of ‘Demographic Bonus’.

3.3 Sex

From Figure 3.4, it has been seen that both in urban and rural area the male percentage is
higher than female respondent. And the male and female ratio is about the same for both in
urban and rural area.
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Urban Area Rural
120 108 787
100 800
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20 Rural Male Rural Female
0
Urban Male Urban Female

Figure 3.4: Sex of Household Members (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.4 Marital Status

It has been found in Bagmara Upazila most of the respondents are either single or married
irrespective of rural or urban area. Among them the percentage of marital status “Married” is
slightly higher in rural area than urban area (see Figure: 3.5)

800 747
700
600
500 500

500
400 340
300
200
100

0

Married Single

m Urban = Rural
Figure 3.5: Marital Status (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.5 Level of Education

In Bagmara upazila, it has been found that irrespective of rural or urban area about half of the
respondents are below the primary level of education. About more than one third of total
respondents are found who completed their Secondary School level of education both in
urban and rural area. The amount that completed their SSC/HSC/Degree level of education is
higher in urban area than rural area (please see Figure: 3.6). So it can be anticipated that
people from urban area is more attached with higher education than in rural area. As about
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half of the total population is from below secondary school level, some initiatives should be
taken to increase the percentages.

350 334
00
300
250
200
155
150
112 112
100 > 63 64
54
50 34 35
I I 20 1 22
illiterate  primary secondary  ssc hsc degree  honours  masters

m Urban mRural

Figure 3.6: Level of Education (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.6 Types of Occupation

In Bagmara upazila, it has been found that in urban area most of the respondents are engaged
in Job, Business and Labor types of occupation, the rest of them are engaged in vocational
and traditional occupation. And the maximum amount of respondents are from business
category in urban area whereas about the same maximum amount of respondents are from
farmer category in rural area. Further, in rural area about one third of the total respondents are
engaged in Business types of occupation (please see Figure 3.7).
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Figure 3.7: Occupation in Urban and Rural Area (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
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3.7 Monthly Income and Expenditure of Households
3.7.1 Income Status

In rural area, most of the respondent’s income level is below 15000 Tk, where in urban area it
is more than 15000 Tk. In urban area most of the respondents are engaged in business or
government or non-government jobs, as a result about half of the respondents’ income source
is either business or job salary. In rural area farming/agricultural activity is the main sources
of income for the rural people (please see Figure: 3.8).
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Figure 3.8: Monthly Income(Source: Field Survey, 2016)
3.7.2 Monthly Expenditure

In rural area, most of the respondent’s expenditure level is below 10000 Tk, where in urban
area it is more than 10000 Tk. In urban area the level of expenditure is higher than rural area.
The quality of urban life is much better than the rural life and that’s why the level of
expenditure of urban area is much higher than the rural area (please see Figure: 3.9).
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Figure 3.9: Monthly Expenditure (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
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3.8 Housing Status
3.8.1 Pattern of Household Land Ownership

In Bagmara Upazila, there are different type of household land ownership like self-owned,
rental household, owned by parents and live in other house. Almost all of the households
lived in their own house or rental house. The families are living at the area for long time as
migration rate also found very low. Thus, most of the people of Bagmara Upazila are there by
self-owned or their inheritance. The percentage of this types of household is slightly higher in
rural area, thus in rural area most of the households are living in their own house. On the
other hand, some of the respondents also lived in others house. These households own their
household land with other members of their families. A large amount of people lived in rent
house both in urban and rural area (please see Figure: 3.10).
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Figure 3.10: Pattern of Household Land Ownership (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.8.2 Types of House Structure

About half of the households of both urban and rural area those are middle income
households of Bagmara lived in semi-pucca house. Besides, in urban area about three fourth
(3/4) lived in Pucca house structure which represents relatively high economic status and the
amount is lower in rural area. On the other hand, in rural area about half of total households
lived in katcha house, and in urban area the amount is lesser than rural (please see Figure:
3.11). Thus, it represents the fact that housing condition in urban and rural area are not about
the same.
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Figure 3.11: Type of Household Structure (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
3.9  Transport

3.9.1 Mode of Communication

As there are very limited number of waterways are available almost all of the households’
main mode of communication is road. It also represents that road condition in Bagmara
Upazila is good and they used different modes for communication like walking, rickshaw,
cycle, motor-cycle, tempo/taxi, bus and private car. A large amount of people use rickshaw
and motor cycle as a transport mode in both urban and rural area. Maximum people cover
short distance by walking in both urban and rural area. Public transport like bus is more
popular and familiar mode of transport in urban area than the rural area (please see Figure:
3.12).
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Figure 3.12: Mode of Communication (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
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3.9.2 Mode Related Problem

Narrow road, road over flow, excess fare, damaged road and lack of public transport create
mode related problem in both urban and rural area of Bagmara Upazila (please see figure:

3.13).
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Figure 3.13: Mode related problems (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.9.3 Condition of Road

In urban area the condition of road is much better than the rural road. In urban area road
condition of Bagmara Upazila is satisfactory. Besides, the amount of good roads is also not
much significant in rural areas than urban area. In a nutshell, it can be easily understood that
enough maintenance of road is not present in both of rural and urban area. But the condition
in rural area is worse than urban area. In rural area a significant amount of roads are katcha
that represents the fact that some steps could be taken for the development of these road
(please see Figure: 3.14).
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Figure 3.14: Road condition (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
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3.9.4 Road related problems

Poor road condition, narrow road, excess fare, traffic congestion, accident and others factors
create road related problem in both urban and rural area of Bagmara Upazila. Poor road
condition and narrow road are the most extensive problem both in urban and rural area
(please see figure: 3.15)

Road related problems
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Figure 3.15: Road related problems (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
3.10  Utility Service
3.10.1 Electricity

Electricity Supply Status

Because of high load shedding and high pressure in peak period with insufficient electricity,
supply both in urban and rural area very small percentage households has said that they enjoy
uninterrupted electricity supply. Otherwise about half of the total respondents said that
electricity is irregular in their areas. About half of the total respondents said that routine
based load shedding occurred in their area. In rural area, a certain amount of households still
do not have or experience electricity facility in their households. And the scenario is almost
same irrespective of rural or urban areas in case of irregular or routine based load shedding
(please see Figure: 3.16).
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Figure 3.16: Electricity Supply Status (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
3.10.2 Sanitation (Public Toilet)

Percentage of using pit latrine is satisfactory in both of urban and rural area. About almost all
of the households use commode or pit latrine. Only a small percentage of households do not
maintain healthy sanitation facilities and use open toilet. The percentage of using open toilet
is higher in rural area than urban are, thus awareness building program can be carried out in
rural area about using healthy sanitation systems (please see Figure: 3.17).

Public Toilet
700
607
600 567
500
400
300
191
200
106
0 B e
sanitary non sanitary open

m Rural mUrban
Figure 3.17: Sanitation System (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

About more than half of the households used absorb well sanitations system both in urban
and rural area. About one third of total respondents also used septic tank sanitation system
though the system’s installation cost is comparatively high. The percentage of using different
systems is almost the same for both of urban and rural area thus there are no significant
differences in using sanitation system in between urban and rural areas. Public toilets are
more available in the urban area than the rural area (Please see figure: 3.18).
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Availability of public toilet
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Figure 3.18: Availability of public toilet (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.10.3 Waste Management

a. Waste disposal location
In Bagmara Upazila, most of the households manage their waste through their own
management. Among them, more than half of them use lowland besides their house (hole).
About one third of them also use hole within their yard for waste management. Very few of
them use canal or river or small water-body or beside the road which is not environment
friendly. The small percentage can also be lessened down by creating awareness about waste
management system. In urban area majority of them use dust bin for waste disposal.

Waste disposal location

600
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300 250
200 157
100 38 . l 67
0 —_— I
dust bin anywhere hole
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Figure 3.18: Waste disposal points (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

There have to face lots of waste disposal related problem both in rural and urban area.
Absence of facility, mismanagement and lack of dust bin are the main causes of waste
management problem (please see figure: 3.19)
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Figure 3.19: Problems of waste disposal management (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
3.11 Government Medical Facility
In urban area of Bagmara government medical facilities are available but in rural area

government medical facilities are rare (Please see figure: 3.20)
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Figure 3.20: Availability of government medical facilities (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.12  Creak in pucca household wall

Most of the respondent thought that the earth quake was the main reason for creaking in the
pucca household structure wall. A large number of people didn’t know the exact reason for
cracking in the wall. Some of them thought that it was happening because of the age of the
wall (please see figure: 3.21)
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Figure 3.21: Reasons for creaking in pucca structure wall (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.13  Economic activities in Bagmara Upazila

There are different types of economic activities in Bagmara Upazila like Hat-Bazar, Bank,
Shops, NGO, Grammen Bank, Market etc. Banking service, Shops, Hat-Bazar and Market are
the major economic activity of that area.

Economic activities

= Bazar
= ASA
= TMMS
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= Shops

= Brick field

= Grammen bank
= Market

= NGO

Figure 3.22: Economic activities of Bagmara Upazila (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.14 Disaster Management

Cash money, help each other, informed organizations, forecast disaster, govt./non-govt.
relief, awareness building and shelter construction are the major disaster management
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activities of Bagmara Upazila. Most of the respondents thought that cash money and help
each other are the main disaster management activities (please see figure: 3.23)
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Figure 3.23: Disaster Management capacity of Bagmara Upazila (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.15 Development Priority

Most of the respondent thought that road, transport, electricity and education should be
developed first (please see figure: 3.24)
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Figure 3.24: Development priority of Bagmara Upazila (Source: Field Survey, 2016)
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3.16 Development suggestion

Development in power supply, industries, development in agriculture and development in
education were found as major development suggestion for Bagmara Upazila (please see
figure: 3.25)

= Govt. Industries
= Road development
Public toilet
= Industries
= weater scarsity
Govt. training center
= Development in Education
= Development in health sector
= Development in power supply
= Development of agriculture
= Development of health sector

Figure 3.25: Development suggestions for Bagmara Upazila (Source: Field Survey, 2016)

3.17 Major problems of the Area

As discussed in the earlier section of this chapter, load shedding is the top problem in both of
urban and rural area, which is generated from imbalance situation of demand and supply of
electricity. The percentage of having road related problems and water logging problem is
almost the same for both areas.
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Chapter 4: Conclusion and Policy Framework

Bagmara Upazila is on the edge of entering in “Demographic Bonus” window within the
coming years as the percentage of working people is high and will increase in the near future.
So, there is immense need to build skilled and educated youth generation. But it has been
found that the level of education of this area is not satisfactory. Moreover, there is not enough
vocational and youth training centers. One of the main reasons behind it is the very high
student-teacher ratio and lacking of qualified teachers. So, concerned authorities should pay
attention to the issues of the Upazila. Moreover, the Upazila’s main mode of communication
is by road, and the condition of road is decent but because of lack of regular maintenance
both rural and urban roads are deteriorating day by day. So, road authorities should take some
necessary steps regarding it. In addition, electricity supply condition in this area is one of the
main problems expressed by the most of the households especially in rural area, so
Bangladesh Rural Electrification Board (BREB) should take some necessary steps. It should
be bear in mind that development goes hand in hand with development of roads and
electrification. Moreover, concerned authority should consider taking some steps regarding
improvement of maternal and child health. Apart from these, this Upazila is in good condition
regarding drinking water, recreational facilities, sanitation, law and order situation, retail
markets etc.
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Preparation of Development Plan for Fourteen Upazilas Socio-economic Survey
Package: 03 Bagmara Upazila

Annexure-11

Table: List of Socioeconomic Survey Team Members

S| | Name Designation Date Start Date End

1 Supervisor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
2 Supervisor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
3 Supervisor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
4 Supervisor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
5 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
6 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
7 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
8 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
9 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
10 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
11 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
12 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
13 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
14 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
15 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
16 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
17 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
18 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
19 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
20 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
21 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
22 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
23 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
24 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
25 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
26 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
27 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016
28 Surveyor 01-01-2016 28-02-2016

ECAL, Dhaka






